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Minutes of the Regular Meetings 
 of the Board of Education 

June 20, 2006 

 

  
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in the 
board room by President Moore with all members present, except Zoe Carpenter.  The 
meeting was recessed immediately to closed session. 

Call to Order;  
Closed Session 

  
The following persons were present: 
 
 Royce Moore, President 
 Linda Woods, Vice President   
 Marv Gilbert, Member  
 Joan Gardner, Member 
 Mike Caston, Superintendent    
 Staff and press representatives 
 Others as registered 

Present 

  
The following person was absent:  Zoe Carpenter. Absent 
  
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was reconvened to open session by 
President Moore at 7:00 p.m.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jennifer Walters.  

Reconvene to Open 
Session 
 
Pledge 

  
It was moved by Linda Woods, seconded by Joan Gardner, and passed 4-0 to approve 
the agenda with the removal of consent item 18.27. 

Approval of 
Agenda 

  
It was moved by Marv Gilbert, seconded by Joan Gardner, and passed 4-0 to approve 
the minutes of the regular meeting of June 8, 2006. 

Approval of 
Minutes 

  
Gina Manusov, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services, showed pictures of some 
of the projects performed by the Emmanuel Faith Community Church volunteers at Del 
Dios Middle, Grant Middle, Glen View, and Felicita Schools.  Francis Spoonemore, 
Director of Maintenance & Operations, gave more detail on the projects and 
enthusiastically praised the 900 members of the church, who worked to beautify the 
four schools.  Church members present to accept the recognition were Hector Morales, 
Sue Staley, and Rick Nelson.  

Recognition of  
Emmanuel Faith 
Community 
Church 

  
President Moore asked if there were any persons wishing to speak to an item on the 
agenda or on another topic that lies within the boardÕs jurisdiction.  No one asked to 
speak.  

Oral Communi- 
cations 

  
President Moore opened a public hearing under Education Code Section 41500(c) to 
receive input related to the categorical block grant flexibility transfers included in the 
2006-07 Adopted Budget.  No one asked to speak. 

Public Hearing 
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President Moore opened a public hearing to receive input on the 2006-07 Adopted 
Budget.  No one asked to speak. 

Public Hearing 

  
President Moore reported all written communication has been provided to the board 
members.   

Written Communi- 
cations 

  
President Moore reported that the board took no action in closed session. Closed Session 
  
Bob Leon, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources, reported that the Nicolaysen 
Community Day Center is being made ready to start up in August with the renovations 
underway and staffing complete as follows: 
 

• Four teachers 
• Director 
• School office manager 
• Custodian 
• Four instructional assistants 
• Project Specialist 
• Miscellaneous noon time supervision and classified and certificated substitutes 

 
Additionally, the Pupil Services department will be housed at the CDS. 

Community Day 
School &  
Opportunity Class 
Staffing 
 

  
Royce Moore reviewed that this board decided against participating in the study done 
on the unification of the high school district and its feeder elementary districts.  Our 
board attended the joint meeting to hear the results of the study, and at that time, the 
board reiterated there is no interest on the part of this district to unify.  However, no 
official position statement was done, and it is being suggested that the board may want 
to take an official position.  Some of the reasons for not wanting to become unified 
with the high school district are: 
 

• Unification does not necessary guarantee articulation 
• Employee benefit differences 
• Merit System in place in EUSD 
• Transportation differences 
• Three-year process to complete unifying the districts, but the process itself 

would be a major distraction from the accomplishments of academic goals 
• No proven academic advantages 
• Very little financial gain would be realized over a 10-year period 
• Education Code provides that any elementary district may unilaterally opt out 

of unification 
 
Linda Woods suggested imparting the boardÕs position to the high school trustees in a 
face-to-face joint meeting.  She added that she would like to start up periodic joint 
meetings.   
 

Discussion on a 
Unification Position 
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Royce Moore proposed that the staff draft a resolution and bring it back to the July 
board meeting.  Once adopted, our superintendent would present it to the high school 
superintendent, who would share it with his board.  Royce felt that after following this 
process, a joint meeting would be appropriate. 
 
Marv Gilbert doesnÕt feel it is the right time for the districts to consider unification due 
to declining enrollment and all assets needing to go toward academic achievement.  He 
supports Dr. MooreÕs suggestion to begin work on the resolution at the superintendent 
level.  If there is a shared desire to have a joint meeting after that, he would be willing 
to do this. 
  
Jennifer Walters said the cabinet has expressed an interest in participating in this pilot 
because our district is a program improvement district and will be involved in a 
program in 2007-08 regardless of our participation in the pilot; also the cabinet has a 
desire, as does the board, to influence the process rather than having a program 
mandated without an opportunity to give input. 
 
It was moved by Linda Woods, seconded by Joan Gardner, and passed 4-0 to approve 
the districtÕs participation with the California Department of Education and the San 
Diego County Office of Education to pilot the intervention process in 2006-07 that will 
be implemented in August 2007 for all Program Improvement (PI) districts in 
California. 

Pilot Intervention 
Plan 

  
It was moved by Marv Gilbert, seconded by Linda Woods, and passed 4-0 to approve 
the 2006-07 Adopted Budget; authorize the president of the Board of Education to sign 
the Budget and Health & Welfare/WorkerÕs Compensation certifications. 

2006-07 Adopted 
Budget 

  
Joan Gardner reported she attended the Rincon and Home Education promotion 
ceremonies.  She previewed the materials included in the history and social science 
adoptions.  She wished Mike well and for being the leader he has been.  EUSD is 
certainly a better district for having him as its superintendent.  

MembersÕ Reports 

  
Marv Gilbert reported he attended the Rincon promotion, and he was impressed with 
the high percentage of students who graduated with academic honors.  He attended a 
retirement reception for Dr. Caston at Bear Valley Middle School and enjoyed it.  He 
also attended the dinner for Dr. Caston the following day.  He told Mike he has 
enjoyed working with him.  More importantly, Carilyn felt the same way.  

 

  
Linda Woods attended MikeÕs retirement dinner and congratulated the committee 
responsible for putting it together.  She attended the Home Education and Rincon 
promotions.  She attended the last CAFƒ meeting and praised Michele Einspar for her 
presentation on educating homeless children.  She congratulated Mike on his 
retirement and wished him and his wife well.  She also thanked Claudia Boyle on her 
service to the district and wished her well in retirement.  
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Royce Moore reported he attended the Bear Valley promotion program and 
congratulated Dr. and Mrs. Caston on their sonÕs many honors.  He attended the L. R. 
Green kindergarten graduation and MikeÕs retirement dinner.  He told Claudia Boyle it 
was his pleasure to have worked with her as a colleague for many years.  She is an 
outstanding leader.   
 
Royce wanted the minutes to include many of MikeÕs accomplishments as the 
superintendent:  successful bondÑ built four schools; moved off year-round school; 
excellent vision; regional coaches for all principals; positive working relationship with 
the city staff and council; positive employee relationships and high morale; new school 
boundaries; visible at schoolsÑ met face to face with teachers; purchased a new district 
office; maintained a sound budget; restructured Grant Middle School; modernized 17 
schools; created a community day school; the brain trust known as the 
SuperintendentÕs Planning Council; K-3 class size reduction; educational foundation; 
student achievement has been brought to the forefront and raised; California 
Superintendent of the Year; and also survived cancer.  

PresidentÕs Report 

  
Dr. Caston thanked the board for giving him the opportunity to work here.  He has 
enjoyed working with everyone very much.  Of all the things that have been 
accomplished, the most important thing was the district became a team.  He is proudest 
of attracting and maintaining such a strong staff.  The stability of the school board has 
been a strong support.  He credited Carilyn Gilbert for bringing everyone together 
through her common sense, intelligence, caring, and commitment.  He said this has 
been a great place to work.  After he got past the initial problems, the core of this 
district was strong and a pleasure to work in.  He said if he would leave the district 
with one thought, itÕs to stay strong as a team.  DonÕt be afraid to disagree and then 
reach consensus through creative thinking and strategizing.  He concluded his 
comments by saying the person that gets the credit for his retirement dinner is his 
assistant Chris Haney.  He expressed his appreciation to her for her support during his 
five years.   

SuptÕs. Report 

  
Jennifer Walters said it has been her privilege to work with Mike and Claudia during 
the past five years.  She knows that she is a better administrator for having worked with 
them. 
 
Gina Manusov gave both Mike and Claudia a heartfelt thank-you and told them they 
will be missed.  
 
Bob said working with Mike has been phenomenal, but his history with Claudia goes 
way back to taking a class from her at USD, followed by replacing her in the classroom 
when she moved into the district office, and now working with her on cabinet.  He said 
the handwriting is on the wall, and he should buy property in Oregon and plan to retire 
there. 

Cabinet  

  
It was moved by Linda Woods, seconded by Joan Gardner, and passed 4-0 to take the 
following action: 

Consent Items 
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Approve Certificated Personnel Order 2005-06-19. Human Resources 
  
Approve Classified Personnel Order 2005-06-19.  
  
Approve public employee release.  
  
Approve public employee discipline.  
  
Adopt Resolution 2005-06-40 related to the reduction or discontinuance of 
particular kinds of classified service for 2006-07. 

 

  
Approve the History/Social Science adoption of Scott Foresman for grades K-5 
and McDougal Littell for grades 6-8 for implementation during the 2006-07 
school year. 

Educational Services 

  
Approve payment in full of the loan from the Child Care Facilities Revolving 
Fund Program for the relocatable building used for State Preschool, located at 
the Nicolaysen Center in the amount of $91,000. 

 

  
Approve independent contractor agreement with Apple Computer to perform 
two leader-led workshops and follow-up professional development for Mission 
Middle SchoolÕs Leadership Team and classroom teachers at a cost of $9,200. 

 

  
Approve the agreement with Notification Technologies, Inc., for Connect-Ed 
12-month support and maintenance plan during 2006-07. 

 

  
Approve the daily instructional minutes for the 2006-07 school year as well as 
the modified days for each participating school and grade level, except 
Community Day School.   

 

  
Approve agreement with the city of Escondido for financial assistance for a 
School Resource Officer; authorize the superintendent or his/her designee to 
execute necessary documents. 

 

  
Ratify submission of application to SDCPFA to expand preschool openings for 
the 2006-07 school year to serve an additional 24 preschool age (four-year old) 
students. 

 

  
Ratify the OARS contract extensions to change the payee from SCOE to 
Escondido Union School District. 

 

  
Ratified the independent contractor agreement with Mad Science of San Diego 
for a voluntary, after-school program at Pioneer for all GATE students at a cost 
not to exceed $1,780. 

 

  



June 20, 2006 

Escondido Union School District Board of Education Minutes, June 20, 2006 122 

Approve recommendations for expulsion from the Administrative Review Panel 
in Student Cases 2005-06-46, 2005-06-47, 2005-06-48, and 2005-06-49. 

Special Ed./PPS 

  
Approve the reinstatement recommendations in Student Case:  2005-06-13.    
  
Approve revised School Safe Plan and implementation of uniform policy at 
Felicita School. 

 

  
Approve memorandum of agreement with San Diego Unified School 
District/SANDAPP to provide services to pregnant adolescents in our district 
and their children at no cost to the district. 

 

  
Approve Betts Construction Change Order No. 3 related to site work for 2005-
06 relocatables project at Central, Oak Hill, and Glen View Schools. 

Business Services 

  
Approve addendum to agreement with ÒGÓ Force for additional scope of work 
for on-site DSA inspection for the construction of Reidy Creek School. 

 

  
Approve addendum to agreement by and between the San Diego County 
Superintendent of Schools, the Escondido Union High School District, and the 
Escondido Union School District, with David Taussig &  Associates, Inc. for 
consulting services regarding the city of EscondidoÕs proposed Tax Sharing 
Agreement Estoppel and Agreement; authorize the superintendent or his/her 
designee to execute necessary documents. 

 

  
Approve addendum to the contract with Johnson Consulting Engineers, Inc. for 
additional scope of work for the fire alarm replacement at Rock Springs School. 

 

  
Approve addendum to contract with Edward J. Cass & Associates for additional 
scope of work for the replacement of main electrical, HVAC, and fire alarm 
systems at Grant Middle School. 

 

  
Approve agreement with Jack Powell Chrysler-Dodge, Inc. for rental of land for 
storage of automobile inventory at 2310 Aldergrove Avenue, Escondido, 
California.   

 

  
Approve independent contractor agreement with Bob Niemes to provide 
software and hardware support for all schoolsÕ cafeteria point of sale computer 
systems for the 2006-07 fiscal year. 

 

  
Approve douglas e. barnhart, inc. Change Order No. 14 related to the 
construction of Bernardo School. 

 

  
Approve renewal of agreement with the Escondido Union High School District 
to assess an administrative fee of three percent for collection of developer fees 
for the 2006-07 fiscal year. 
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Approve the renewal agreement to supply meals to the YMCA of San Diego 
County Child Development Program for the 2006-07 school year. 

 

  
Approve renewal of the ÒAmended Agreement for School Age ChildcareÓ 
between the district and Palomar Family YMCA; authorize the superintendent 
or his/her designee to execute necessary documents. 

 

  
Approve renewal of agreement to supply meals to Light & Life Christian 
School for the 2006-07 school year. 

 

  
Approve the agreement to supply snacks to Cobblestone Apartments through 
the Hope Through Housing Foundation from July 1, 2006, through June 30, 
2007. 

 

  
Approve the renewal agreement to supply meals to Boys & Girls Club of Inland 
North County for the 2006-07 school year. 

 

  
Ratify the agreement for legal services with the law firm of Fagen Friedman & 
Fulfront, LLP; authorize the superintendent or his/her designee to execute 
necessary documents. 

 

  
Approve district participation in the next County Cooperative Auction and/or 
use e-Surplus Auction web site to dispose of surplus property; further approve 
the disposal of any surplus property that the district is unable to sell. 

 

  
Accept with thanks the following donations to Escondido Union School District 
pursuant to Education Code 41303:  cash to the district $24,722.59; district 
value of $410. 

Fiscal Services 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
734688 dated 9/23/03 in the amount of $16.13. 

 

  
 Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-

734326 dated 9/22/03 in the amount of $55.08. 
 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
848596 dated 6/14/04 in the amount of $46.19. 

 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
887393 dated 8/3/05 in the amount of $434.64. 
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Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
045318 dated 9/21/05 in the amount of $96.51 

 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
683730 dated 5/14/03 in the amount of $8. 

 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
042295 dated 9/14/05 in the amount of $1,077.50. 

 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
056043 dated 10/13/05 in the amount of $89.55. 

 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
008108 dated 6/17/05 in the amount of $7.78. 

 

  
Approve Petition for Issuance of New Warrant in Lieu of Void Warrant #12-
672436 dated 4/16/03 in the amount of $10.75. 

 

  
Approve Nutrition Services purchase orders for the month of May 2006 in the 
amount of $136,311.70. 

 

  
Approve commercial warrant register for May 2006 in the amount of 
$2,787,960.73. 

 

  
Approve purchase orders for the period 5/21/06 to 6/3/06 in the amount of 
$392,894.83. 

 

  
It was moved by Marv Gilbert, seconded by Linda Woods, and passed 4-0 to adjourn at 
9:11p.m. 

Adjournment 

  
I hereby certify the preceding to be a true and correct copy of the actions of the 
Board of Education at a regular meeting, as recorded in these minutes. 

Certification 

  
  
________________________________ __________________________________  
Mike Caston, Superintendent/Secretary Royce Moore, President  
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