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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Education 
January 17, 2008 

 

  
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was called to order at 5:30 p.m. in the 
board room by President Carpenter with all members present.  The meeting was 
recessed immediately to closed session. 

Call to Order;  
Recess to 
Closed Session 

  
The following persons were present: 
 
 Zoe Carpenter, President  
 Marv Gilbert, Vice President 
 Joan Gardner, Clerk 
 Royce Moore, Member 
 Linda Woods, Member 
 Jennifer Walters, Superintendent    
 Staff representatives 
 Others as registered 

Present 

  
The regular meeting of the Board of Education was reconvened to open session by 
President Carpenter at 7:10 p.m.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Zhanelle Davis, a Lincoln School student. 

Reconvene to Open 
Session 
 
Pledge 

  
It was moved by Linda Woods, seconded by Royce Moore, and passed 5-0 to approve 
the agenda with the removal of consent item 14.7 regarding Heritage Charter School 
and the addition of an action item to approve the minutes of the December 13, 2007, 
organizational meeting. 

Approval of 
Agenda 

  
It was moved by Linda Woods, seconded by Royce Moore, and passed 5-0 to approve 
the minutes of the regular board meeting of December 13, 2007. 

Approval of 
Minutes 

  
Lisa Clark, principal of Conway School, described the grade-level coordination among 
her staff to work with the districtÕs focus on reading comprehension.  She read the 
teachersÕ comments about the outstanding qualities of their champions.  Students 
recognized are:  Keren Chavez, Eduardo Gonzalez, Michelle Docena, and Miguel 
Sanchez.  
 
Elisa Fregoso, principal of Lincoln School, also shared several of the strategies being 
used by staff members to raise student achievement through reading comprehension.  
She introduced LincolnÕs champions and read what the teachers wrote about their 
students.  Students recognized are:  Kevin Corona, Zhanelle Davis, John Curtis and 
Jaycie Curtis. 

Student Champions 

  
President Carpenter asked if there was anyone wishing to speak to an item on the 
agenda or on another topic that lies within the boardÕs jurisdiction. 
 

Oral Communica- 
tions 
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Pat Bavender, EEEA president, spoke to the board about how hard teachers work with 
all their regular duties and the new programs to increase student learning. She would 
like the board to put salary improvements for the teachers and other certificated staff as 
their top priority in budget considerations, saying that the district has done an excellent 
job maintaining a high reserve in the general fund, which could be used for salary 
improvements. 
  
President Carpenter reported all written communications have been shared with board 
members. 

Written 
Communications 

  
President Carpenter reported that no action was taken in closed session. Closed Session 
  
Charlene Zawacki, Coordinator, Language Acquisition, reported that the English- 
learner program currently has 8,900 students being taught through four separate 
programs.  For the past two years, the number of students passing the California 
English Language Development Test (CELDT), signifying that they are ready to be 
reclassified and moved out of English-learner classes, has risen.  In 2005-06, there 
were 350 students; in 2006-07, 590 students, and in the current year, it appears 
approximately 700 students are ready to be transitioned to mainstream classes.  In 
addition to Spanish, there are 68 students, representing more than 35 languages, 
needing English-learner instruction.  

English-learner  
Program 

  
It was moved by Joan Gardner, seconded by Marv Gilbert, and passed 5-0 to accept the 
2006-07 audit report after Audrey King, auditor from Wilkinson Hadley LLP, 
summarized the findings of the audit. 

2006-07 Audit 
Report 

  
The board reviewed first readings of the following: 
• AR 5111.1, District Residency 
• AR 5116.1, Intradistrict Open Enrollment (School Choice) 

Board Policies and/or 
Regulations 

  
Linda Woods reported she attended the following: girlsÕ day at Hidden Valley; bike 
giveaway; employeesÕ open house at the new education center; and a student 
performance at L. R. Green.  She e-mailed to the other board members her report on 
the music articulation meeting held last night involving staff and board members from 
the elementary and high school districts.  She enjoyed todayÕs CSBA web cast on the 
GovernorÕs 2008 budget.  She also attended todayÕs COMPACT meeting.  She 
announced that on January 24 Hidden Valley is having a career day, and they have over 
20 professionals signed up to be there. 

MembersÕ Reports 

  
Royce Moore attended the bike giveaway, the education centerÕs employee open house, 
the playwrightÕs production at L. R. Green, and todayÕs budget web cast.  He 
congratulated Bernardo for their fifth-grade physical fitness program. 

 

  
Joan Gardner attended the SuperintendentÕs Planning Council, the School Services of 
California budget conference, and todayÕs CSBA budget web cast. 

 

  
Marv Gilbert said he is very happy to see how many employees are about to graduate 
from the LVN program and he would like to recognize them at a future board meeting.   
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He was relieved to read the letter from Jack OÕConnell clearing the district of any 
testing irregularities at one of our schools.  He attended the employeesÕ open house at 
the new education center and went with a district team to the SSC budget workshop, as 
well as attending the CSBA budget web cast.  
  
President Carpenter reported she also attended the employeesÕ open house, this 
monthÕs SuperintendentÕs Planning Council, and todayÕs web cast. 

PresidentÕs Report 

  
Superintendent Walters reminded the board that next Wednesday, January 23, will be 
the education center open house for community members.  It will go from 4:00 to 7:00 
p.m., with a dedication ceremony at 5:30. 

SuptÕs. Report 

  
It was moved by Marv Gilbert, seconded by Royce Moore, and passed 5-0 to take the 
following action: 

Consent Items 

  
Approve Certificated Personnel Order 2007-08-9. Human Resources 
  
Approve an increase to the rate of pay, effective February 1, 2008, for daily and 
long-term assignments for certificated substitute employees. 

 

  
Approve Classified Personnel Order 2007-08-9.  
  
Approve public employee discipline/dismissal/release.    
  
Approve State Preschool Resolution 2008/2009 authorizing Jan Zelasko, 
Coordinator, to sign legal documents pertaining to the State Preschool Program. 

Educational 
Services 

  
Approve agreement with lowest responsive, responsible bidder for districtwide 
Metro Ethernet services as per e-rate bidding and contract requirements; 
authorize the superintendent or designee to execute and/or sign necessary 
documents. 

 

  
Accept quarterly report from December 2007 reflecting that EUSD received no 
complaints on instructional materials or teacher vacancy reassignments 
pertaining to the Williams Settlement.  One complaint at Rose School, related to 
a leak in the roof, was both reported and resolved during this quarter. 

 

  
Approve independent contractor agreement with San Diego Heritage Tours for 
six trunk-tour presentations at North Broadway School for all third-grade 
students at a cost not to exceed $528. 

 

  
Approve independent contractor agreement with Mad Science of San Diego for 
science enrichment programs at Miller School for third- through fifth-grade 
students at a total cost of $7,755 during the 2007-08 school year. 
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Approve independent contractor agreement with Literature Comes to Life for 
one assembly for Bernardo SchoolÕs first- through third-grade students at a cost 
of $695. 

 

  
Approve independent contractor agreement with Playwrights Project to conduct 
ÒWrite On!,Ó a playwriting series for four language arts classes at Mission 
Middle School at a cost of $2,000. 

 

  
Approve the memorandum of understanding between the district and the 
Escondido Adult School to assist the district with the administration and 
implementation of the Community Based English Tutoring (CBET) program; 
authorize the superintendent or designee to execute and/or sign necessary 
documents. 

 

  
Approve the revised plan for the Community Based English Tutoring (CBET) 
program for the 2007-08 school year. 

 

  
Approve out-of-state travel for Kathy Shirley to attend the Florida Educational 
Technology Conference in Orlando, January 23-25, 2008, at no cost to the 
district. 

 

  
Approve reinstatement in the following expulsion Student Cases:  2006-07-12, 
2006-07-12, 2006-07-21, 2006-07-31, 2006-07-33, 2006-07-35, 2006-07-38, 
2006-07-39, 2006-07-40, 2006-07-41, 2006-07-45, 2006-07-46, 2006-07-47, 
2006-07-48, and 2006-07-54. 

Special Education/ 
PPS 

  
Approve revised BP 5131, Conduct.  
  
Approve revised BP 5131.7, Weapons and Dangerous Instruments.  
  
Approve independent contractor agreement with Elizabeth Hospice for the 
provision of bereavement services to district students and families on identified 
school sites at no cost to the district or families.  

 

  
Approve addendum (independent contractor agreement) to the memorandum of 
understanding with Mental Health Systems, Inc., previously board approved at 
the November 8, 2007, board meeting, with no changes to the current terms of 
the agreement. 

 

  
Adopt Resolution 2007-08-12, ÒStatutory School Fees and Mitigation Payments 
Report for Fiscal Year 2006-07 and Relative FindingsÓ in compliance with GC 
66006 and 66001. 

Business Services 

  
Authorize advertising for bids for the site preparation for four relocatable 
classroom buildings at Reidy Creek School, two relocatable classroom 
buildings at Farr Avenue School, and one relocatable classroom building at 
Pioneer School. 
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Approve utilizing current California Multiple Award Schedule (CMAS) 
contracts for information technology and non-information technology products 
and services purchases. 

 

  
Approve agreement with David Taussig & Associates, Inc., d.b.a. Dolinka 
Group, Inc. for preparation of a School Facilities Needs Analysis. 

 

  
Approve Alvarez Engineering, Inc. Change Order No. 1 related to the 
modernization of Rose School, Phase III. 

 

  
Approve filing a Notice of Completion for Alvarez Engineering, Inc. d.b.a. 
Alvarez & Associates for the modernization of Rose School, Phase III; 
authorize the superintendent or designee to execute and/or sign necessary 
documents. 

 

  
Approve GEM Industrial Electric, Inc. Change Order No. 1 related to Glen 
View relocatables project. 

 

  
Approve retention reduction for GEM Industrial, Inc. for the Glen View 
relocatables project. 

 

  
Approve filing a Notice of Completion for GEM Industrial, Electric, Inc., for 
the completion of the Glen View relocatables project; authorize the 
superintendent or designee to execute and/or sign necessary documents. 

 

  
Approve filing a Notice of Completion for Kirk Paving, Inc. for the seal/stripe 
of the upper playground at Juniper School; authorize the superintendent or 
designee to execute and/or sign necessary documents. 

 

  
Approve filing a Notice of Completion for Kirk Paving, Inc. for the overlay and 
striping and wheel stop installation at the Maintenance and Operations parking 
lot; authorize the superintendent or designee to execute and/or sign necessary 
documents. 

 

  
Approve filing a Notice of Completion for Kirk Paving, Inc. for the crack fill 
and seal/stripe of the front parking lot and concrete walkway installation at 
North Broadway School; authorize the superintendent or designee to execute 
and/or sign necessary documents. 

 

  
Approve amended contract with Western Fire Protection for additional scope of 
work. 

 

  
Approve district participation in the next County Cooperative Auction and/or 
use e-Surplus Auction web site to dispose of surplus property; further approve 
the disposal of any surplus property that the district is unable to sell. 
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Accept with thanks the following donations to Escondido Union School District 
pursuant to Education Code 41303 for the period of 12/1/07 through 12/31/07:  
cash to the district $25,806.09. 

Fiscal Services 

  
Approve Nutrition Services financial report for August 2007 in the amount of 
$(930,571.27). 

 

  
Approve Nutrition Services purchase orders for the month of December 2007 in 
the amount of $243,449.70. 

 

  
Approve purchase orders for the period of 11/25/07 through 12/15/07 in the 
amount of $1,866,398.31. 

 

  
At the request of Linda Woods, the following two consent items were separated for 
discussion and separate vote.  In light of the difficult budget year being predicted, 
Linda is looking for ways to limit expenses.  She asked about the feasibility of using 
district facilities to hold this yearÕs Employee Recognition event and a professional 
collaboration training day at the California Center for the Arts, Escondido. 
 
After board members discussed the merits of this suggestion, the following votes were 
taken: 

 

  
It was moved by Marv Gilbert, seconded by Royce Moore, and passed 4-1 (Woods 
opposed) to approve expenditures relative to the annual Employee Recognition 
program, May 12, 2008, at the California Center for the Arts, Escondido, not to exceed 
$5,000. 

Cost of Employee 
Recognition 
Program 

  
It was moved by Marv Gilbert, seconded by Royce Moore, and passed 4-1 (Woods 
opposed) to approve contract with the California Center for the Arts, Escondido for use 
of facilities and catering for day three of the districtÕs professional development 
collaboration day at a cost not to exceed $7,000. 

Professional 
Development 
Cost 

  
It was moved by Marv Gilbert, seconded by Royce Moore, and passed 5-0 to adjourn at 
9:07 p.m. 

Adjournment 

  
I hereby certify the preceding to be a true and correct copy of the actions of the 
Board of Education at a regular meeting, as recorded in these minutes. 

Certification 

  
___________________________________  _________________________________  
Jennifer Walters, Superintendent/Secretary Joan Gardner, Clerk  
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